are beyond all others those whose good will and respect
it is of vital consequence that the Black Men of the South
should secure.

He was never led away, as the educated Negro so often
is led away, into the pursuit of fantastic visions; into the
drawing up of plans fit only for a world of two dimensions.
He kept his high ideals, always; but he never forgot for a
moment that he was living in an actual world of three
dimensions, in a world of unpleasant facts, where those
unpleasant facts have to be faced; and he made the best
possible out of a bad situation from which there was no
ideal best to be obtained. And he walked humbly with
his God.

To a very extraordinary degree he combined humility
and dignity; and I think that the explanation of this
extraordinary degree of success in a very difficult com-
bination was due to the fact that at the bottom his humility
was really the outward expression, not of a servile attitude
toward any man, but of the spiritual fact that in very-
truth he walked humbly with his God.

Nowhere was Booker T. Washington's wisdom shown
better than in the mixture of moderation and firmness
with which he took precisely the right position as to the
part the Black Man should try to take in politics. He
put the whole case in a nut-shell in the following sentences:

"In my opinion it is a fatal mistake to teach the young
black man and the young white man that the dominance
of the white race in the South rests upon any other basis
than absolute justice to the weaker man. It is a mistake
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